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HE REMARKABLE ARRAY of women'’s activists

and leaders from different parts of the world
assembled for the dialogue in this volume are deeply
concerned at the recent emergence of various trends
that may threaten the ongoing work of women's
movements in advancing gender equality, women's
human rights and sustainable human development.
These phenomena include the multifarious impacts of
globalization and neoliberal economics,
developments in biotechnology, the neo-conservative
backlash against women's rights, monopolistic
ownership patterns over information technologies that
exclude women, fundamentalisms of various kinds
and the rise of identity politics that subordinate or
marginalize women's issues, and the increase in
violent conflict and war.

The contributors to this volume are united in seeing a
pressing need for women's movements to evaluate
the methods they have used until now, with a view to
making their political work more effective in the
future. They try to identify current issues and trends
in the world. They think through how these may
impact on women and the work of women's
movements. And they identify how women should
prepare for them, and what strategies they should
prioritise, in order to protect and advance their
agenda.

With as deliberately diverse a group of women
thinkers as this, there is inevitably a thought-
provokingly diverse range of views about how women
ought to respond if they not be pushed on to the
defensive, but instead take the initiative again and be
more proactive across the wide range of arenas and
issues that bear particularly on one-half of humanity.

‘This collection of vibrant essays demonstrates
conclusively that, although men still run it,
intellectually, politically and ethically the world is no
longer seen only through masculine eyes. The future
is shaped by highly empowered women of vision and
substance, like the authors of this remarkable
volume’ - Rosi Braidotti, Director of Women's Studies,
Utrecht University, The Netherlands

‘This book provides new directions for all social
change activists at a time when these ideas are
critical for our collective future. Women's words
have always held the key to creating a sustainable
and peaceful future and this compilation brings
together some of our best thinkers from around the
world’ - Mallika Dutt, Executive Director, Breakthrough:
Building Human Rights Culture

‘By harnessing the reflections and insights of women
who are active in the struggle for women's equality
and empowerment, this book brings us new insights
and helps us see beyond yesterday's preoccupations
and the challenges that face us today. Most
importantly, it also helps us think about what we
should be doing to secure a future of justice,
democracy, peace and freedom for all. A ‘must read’
for those who care about these things’ - Peggy
Antrobus, DAWN

‘This is simply the best international collection of
feminist writing for some years. It is refreshingly
textured and honest in its politics, which range geo-
politically and address the dominant issues and
arenas of current patriarchal folly. It is erudite, it is
strategic - and it is highly recommended’ - Marilyn
Waring, Author of Counting for Nothing/If Women
Counted
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