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Dear Sirs and Madam: 

The Eastern European and Central Asian AIDS Conference (EECAAC) will be meeting 
for the second time in Moscow, Russia, in May 2008.  We collectively express our 
concern and disappointment about the decision to hold the conference in a country where 
opioid substitution therapy remains illegal. Because the venue for the conference has 
been finalized, we write to urge that the needs of opiate dependent people who receive 
treatment with methadone or buprenorphine are not ignored as they were during the first 
EECAAC in 2006, and that in determining the location of future EECAAC events, the 
availability of substitution therapy is considered a necessary criterion. 

EECAAC is promoted as a forum for discussion and interaction among those leading the 
effort to contain the HIV pandemic in the region.  The Russian ban on methadone and 
buprenorphine, and the failure of conference organizers to address this issue directly, 
undermines the goals of the conference and the needs of people at risk for or living with 
HIV.   

Injection drug users comprise 10 percent of all global cases of HIV.   As many as 1.7 
million people are living with HIV in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, where injection 
drug use is the single most significant driving force behind the epidemic in the region and 
accounts for more than 70 percent of cumulative HIV cases.  Recognizing that methadone 
and buprenorphine are essential tools in the effort to stop injection driven HIV epidemics, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Ukraine, and 
Uzbekistan, among others, have initiated treatment with these medications.  Some 
800,000 patients, including many with important perspectives to share, are receiving 
treatment in Europe, the United States, Iran, China, and elsewhere. Conference organizers 



should be supporting scale up and greater awareness of patient benefits of these proven 
treatments, which are on WHO’s Model List of Essential Medicines.   

The International AIDS Society and its partners are also violating GIPA principles by 
holding the conference in Russia.  GIPA, which stands for the greater involvement of 
people living with HIV and AIDS, is a principle enshrined in the 2001 Declaration of 
Commitment on HIV/AIDS, to which Russia is a signatory, and is based on the idea that 
the input of people with HIV is essential to an effective response to the epidemic. By 
excluding methadone and buprenorphine patients who represent communities most 
affected by HIV/AIDS from the dialogue, you forfeit a chance for experience sharing.  
Patients are put in the position of having to choose between participation in an important 
regional forum and their personal health.  

Since it is not possible to move the conference, we ask that two conditions are met in 
2008.  First, conference organizers and the Russian government must work to ensure that 
conference participants able to travel with their medication will be legally permitted to 
enter Russia and the AIDS conference with methadone and buprenorphine.  Second, 
buprenorphine, a drug registered for pain management in Russia, should be made 
available during the conference to patients who need it.  We call on the EECAAC 
organizers to work as necessary with the World Health Organization to adopt a treatment 
protocol which will allow for patients to access medications on-site or at a clinic located 
near the conference.  
 
It is crucial that individuals trying to decrease their risk of illness by treating their opiate 
addiction have the right to attend the conference.  By banning methadone and 
buprenorphine, Russia is denying one of the most effective tools to decrease HIV 
transmission and improve adherence to HIV treatment for opiate dependent people.  
EECAAC and the IAS must take immediate action to replace this negative message with 
one that emphasizes the needs of people with HIV ahead of ideology. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Representing Organizations in Eastern Europe and Central Asia 
 
Genci Mucollari 
Aksion Plus 
ALBANIA 
 
Leyla Imanova, Public Health Program Director 
Ismaylove Sharafat 
Open Society Institute Assistance Foundation  
AZERBAIJAN                  
 
Rufat Nasibov, M.D. 
Public Health Association of Azerbaijan 



AZERBAIJAN 
 
Alexander Kantchelov, M.D., Director,  
Kantchelov Clinic Sofia, Bulgarian Methadone Treatment Association 
Sofia, BULGARIA 
 
Vyacheslav Vassiljev, Head of Board 
Baltic Positive Association 
ESTONIA 
 
Zura Sikharulidze, M.D., PhD 
Center “Uranti" 
GEORGIA 
 
Marina Chavchanidze  
NPO “Alternative Georgia” 
GEORGIA 
 
Marina Chavchanidze  
Georgian Harm Reduction Network 
GEORGIA 
 
Tea Akhobadze, Program Policy Officer 
International Harm Reduction Development Program, Open Society Institute  
Tbilisi, GEORGIA 
 
Alex Shoshikelashvili  
Center for the Protection of Constitutional Rights 
GEORGIA 
 
Konstantin Labartkava, Director  
NGO “New Vector” 
Tbilisi, GEORGIA 
 
Robert Korcsok 
Anonymous AIDS Association  
Budapest, HUNGARY 
 
Balazs Denesz, Executive Director 
Hungarian Civil Liberties Union 
Budapest, HUNGARY 
 
Aizhan Zhumasheva, Director 
Psychotherapy Center “Imaton” 
Aktobe, KAZAKHSTAN 
 



Assel Terlikbayeva, M.D., MSc., Regional Director, 
Global Health Research Center of Central Asia 
Almaty, KAZAKHSTAN 
 
Zulfiya Baisakova, CEO 
Crisis Center Network 
KAZAKHSTAN  
 
Sagyngali Elkeyev, President 
Kazakh Association “Peer to Peer” 
KAZAKHSTAN 
 
Tatyana Rodina, Chairperson 
Kazakhstan Harm Reduction Association  
KAZAKHSTAN 
 
Irena Ermolayeva 
NGO “Asteria” 
KYRGYZSTAN  
 
Ruslan Ermolov 
NGO “Matritza 2005”  
KYRGYZSTAN 
 
Turdaliev Gyrgalbek, Doctor of the Highest Category, Director  
NPO “Sakbol”  
KYRGYZSTAN 
 
Raminta Stuikyte, Executive Director 
Eurasian Harm Reduction Network 
Vilnius, LITHUANIA 
 
Marija Subataite 
AIDS Action Europe 
Vilnius, LITHUANIA 
 
Kaleria Lavrova 
Schona Schonning 
Gennady Roshchupkin 
Eurasian Harm Reduction Network 
Vilnius, LITHUANIA 
 
Daumantas Každailis, President 
Grazina Aleksaitiene  
Tavo Drugys 
Vilnius, LITHUANIA 



 
Slavica Gajdadzis-Knezevik,  
NGO “TRUST”  
Skopje, MACEDONIA 
 
Vitomir Georgievski 
Macedonian Harm Reduction Network 
Skopje, MACEDONIA 
 
Zarir Simrin, User Activist 
PASSAGE 
Skopje, MACEDONIA 
 
Ewa Jastrząb  
Krakow, POLAND 
 
Dariusz Denis 
MONAR Association  
Krakow, POLAND 
 
Marianna Iwulska, Board member                                                                                                                  
Krakow Association of Replacement Therapy Patients                                           
Krakow, POLAND 
 
Marek Zygaldo, Director 
Marcin Kucharski  
MONAR Kraków 
Krakow, POLAND 
 
Grazyna Konieczny, Board Chairperson, Director 
Social AIDS Committee (SKA) 
SKA Training Center 
POLAND 
 
Maria Brodzikowska 
Jeden Swiat 
Krakow, POLAND 
 
Marina Khalidova, Director 
Regional Social Fund “New Times”  
Ekaterinburg, RUSSIA 
 
Dasha Ocheret, Board Chair 
Yana Polonskaya, Advocacy Coordinator  
Sergey Kovalevsky  
Russian Harm Reduction Network 



Moscow, RUSSIA 
 
Ilona van de Braak, Director of Communications 
AIDS Foundation East-West (AFEW) 
Moscow, RUSSIAN 
 
Evgeny Guz 
Omsk Regional Social Movement “One World, One Hope” 
Omsk, RUSSIA 
 
Maria Ovchinnikova 
FrontAIDS 
St. Petersburg, RUSSIA 
 
Yury Ivanov, Coordinator, Harm Reduction Project & Narcologist 
Tver Oblast Narcological Dispensary 
Tver, RUSSIA 
 
Sergey Oleynik, President 
Public Foundation ‘Anti-AIDS’ 
RUSSIA 
 
Lubica Tornoczyova, Manager 
Civic Association “Odyseus” 
Bratislava, SLOVAKIA 
 
Andrej Kastelic, Secretary General  
South Eastern European-Adriatic Addiction Treatment Network 
Ljubljana, SLOVENIA 
 
Olga Belayaeva, Director 
Leonid Vlasenko M.D.,  
Charitable Foundation "Virtus" 
Dnepropetrovsk, UKRAINE 
 
Vladislav Schmat,  
Dnepropetrovsk Association of Substitution Treatment Patients 
Dnepropetrovsk, UKRAINE 
 
Sergey Botvin, Executive Director 
Alexander Ostapov, Chairman of the Board                                                                                    
All-Ukranian Harm Reduction Association 
Kyiv, UKRAINE 
 
Natalya Leonchuk, Executive Director of the Secretariat  
Eastern European and Central Asian Union of People Living with HIV 



Kyiv, UKRAINE 
 
Evgeny Krivosheyev 
Club Eney 
Kyiv, UKRAINE 
 
Andriy Klepikov, Executive Director 
International HIV/AIDS Alliance in Ukraine                                                      
Kyiv, UKRAINE 
 
Konstantin Shportun 
Charitable Foundation “The Way Home” 
Initiative Group of Drug Users “Open Space” 
Odessa, UKRAINE 
 
Konstantin Zverkov, Chairman 
Public Organization “Era of Mercy” 
Odessa, UKRAINE 
 
Maxim Demchenko, Executive Director 
Charitable Association “Light of Hope” 
Poltava, UKRAINE 
 
Center for Resocialization of Drug Dependent Youth “Tvoja Peremoga” 
Simferopol, UKRAINE 
 
Alexey Zagrebelny 
Club Chance 
Sumy, UKRAINE 
 
Svetlana Osipova, Director 
Fund “Public Health” 
UKRAINE 
 
Timur Andrienko,  
Ukrainian Community of Recovery Organizations  
UKRAINE 
 
Azizbek Boltaev, M.D., Regional Harm Reduction Adviser 
Central Asian Regional HIV/AIDS Program 
UZBEKISTAN 
 
Representing International Organizations 
 
Stijn Goossens, Executive Director 
Rebecca Brooks 



International Network of People Who Use Drugs  
Antwerp, BELGIUM 
 
Kieran Daly, Director of Policy and Communications 
International Council of AIDS Service Organizations 
Toronto, CANADA 
 
Icro Maremmani, M.D., President 
European Opiate Addiction Treatment Association 
Pisa, ITALY  
 
Kevin Moody,  
Global Network of People Living with HIV (GNP+)  
Amsterdam, THE NETHERLANDS 
 
Kasia Malinowska-Sempruch, Director 
Global Drug Policy Program, Open Society Institute 
Krakow, POLAND 
 
Grigory Vergus 
Anastasiya Agafonova 
Vladimir Osin 
Denis Godlevskiy 
International Treatment Preparedness Coalition 
RUSSIA  
 
Andrej Kastelic, President  
European Opiate Addiction Treatment Association 
South Eastern European-Adriatic Addiction Treatment Network  
Ljubljana, SLOVENIA 
 
Gerry Stimson, Executive Director 
International Harm Reduction Association  
London, UNITED KINGDOM 
 
Asia Russell, Director International Policy 
Health GAP (Global Access Project) 
New York, USA 
 
Diederick Lohman, Senior Researcher  
HIV AIDS and Human Rights Program, Human Right’s Watch  
New York, USA 
 
Daniel Wolfe, Director 
International Harm Reduction Development Program  
New York, USA 



 
Marc Harrington, Executive Director 
Treatment Action Group 
New York, USA 
 
Representing Organizations in Other Regions 
 
Joep Oomen, Coordinator 
European Coalition for Just and Effective Drug Policies 
Antwerpen, BELGIUM 
 
Wim Vandevelde, Chair 
European AIDS Treatment Group 
Brussels, BELGIUM 
 
Luiz Paulo Guanabara  
Psicotropicus 
Rio de Janeiro, BRAZIL 
 
Guy Pierre Lévesque 
Méta d'Âme 
Montreal, CANADA 
 
Richard Elliott, Executive Director                                                                                             
Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network   
Toronto, CANADA   
 
Usazi Teng 
Sex Workers Concern Organization 
Hong Kong, CHINA 
 
Joergen Kjaer, President 
Danish Drug User's Union  
DENMARK 
 
Mika Mikkonen,  
Helsinki, FINLAND 
 
Emmanuel Trenado, Director International Programs 
AIDES 
FRANCE 
 
Achille Saletti, President 
Matteo Frossi 
Saman  
Milan, ITALY 



 
Mauro Guarinieri 
European Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS 
THE NETHERLANDS 
 
Ancella Voets, International Project Manager 
Gea Westerhof, International Project Manager  
Foundation Mainline  
THE NETHERLANDS 
  
Andria Efthimiou-Mordaunt, Director 
John Mordaunt Trust 
London, UNITED KINGDOM 
 
Christopher Hallam, Researcher on the RIOTT (Randomized Injectable Opioids 
Treatment Trial) at the Institute of Psychiatry, London 
The Alliance 
London, UNITED KINGDOM 
 
Zaneta Stawiarska, Community Outreach worker 
Mick Webb Stimulant worker 
The Old School House 
Swindon, UNITED KINGDOM 
 
Erin O’Mara 
Black Poppy Publications 
UNITED KINGDOM 
 
Anthea Martin 
UNITED KINGDOM 
 
James Hoyt, Board Member 
Hepatitis & AIDS Research Trust 
Colorado, USA 
 
Howard S. Lotsof, President 
Dora Weiner Foundation 
New York, USA 
                                                                 
Jason Farrell, CEO 
Harm Reduction Consulting Services, Inc. 
New York, USA 
 
Roxanne Baker, C.M.A., President  
National Alliance of Methadone Advocates (NAMA) 
New York, USA 



 
Samuel R Friedman, AIDS Researcher 
USA 
 


